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United States Patent and Trademark Office of the change in status, or 

B. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
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1 . Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). Use of PTO form(s) and Customer Number are recommended, 
but not required. 

□ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/ 1 22) attached. 
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2. For printing on the patent front page, list (1) 
the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, (2) the name of a 
single firm (having as a member a registered 
attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2 
registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name 
is listed, no name will be printed. 



3, ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. Inclusion of assignee data is only appropriate when an assignment has 
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and Trademark Office, Washington, D.C. 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a 
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Notice of Allowability 



Application No. 
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Applicant(s) 
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--The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith 
(or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at 
the initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 



This communication is responsive to the amendment of January 2, 2002 



The allowed claim(s) is/are 2, 3, and 20-28 



3. 53 The drawings filed on May 1 1, 1999 are acceptable as formal drawings. 

4. 63 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a) 53 All b)D Some* c)D None of the: 

1 . S3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT 
EXTENDABLE. 



6. □ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives 

reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

7. □ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

(a) U including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been 

approved by the examiner. 

(c) D including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

8. D Note. the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any reply to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CODE/SERIAL 
NUMBER). If applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of 
the NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE should also be included. 



Attachment(s) 

1 □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

3 □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

5 Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449), Paper Note). 

7 □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biological 
Material 

9D Other 



2 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

4 O Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. 

6 CD Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8 O Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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1. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

Claim 2 is allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art does not teach a first 
transparent body having a first transparent synthethic resin layer containing no light scattering 
material, a first semitransparent body having a first semitransparent synthetic resin layer 
containing a light scattering material, the first transparent body and the first semitransparent body 
joined to form a diffusion layer therebetween, the first transparent body, the first semitransparent 
body and the diffusion layer defining a planar light emitter, a second transparent body having a 
second transparent synthetic resin layer containing no light scattering material, and the first 
semitransparent body interposed between the first transparent body and the second transparent 
body. 

Claim 3 is allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art does not teach a first 
transparent body having a first transparent synthethic resin layer containing no light scattering 
material, a first semitransparent body having a first semitransparent synthetic resin layer 
containing a light scattering material, the first transparent body and the first semitransparent body 
jointed to form a first diffusion layer therebetween, the first transparent body, the first 
semitransparent body and the first diffusion layer defining a planar light emitter, a second 
transparent body having a second transparent synthetic resin layer containing no light scattering 
material, a second semitransparent body having a second semitransparent synthetic resin layer 
containing a light scattering material, the second transparent body and the first semitransparent 
body joined to form a second diffusion layer therebetween, and the second semitransparent body 
and one of the first transparent body and the second transparent body being joined to form a third 
diffusion layer therebetween. 

Claims 20 and 24 are allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art does not 
teach a transparent body having a transparent synthethic resin layer containing no light scattering 
material, a semitransparent body having a semitransparent synthetic resin layer containing a light 
scattering material, the transparent body and the semitransparent body joined to form a diffusion 
layer therebetween with the diffusion layer including a sea-islands structure having a plurality of 
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solid shapes, and the transparent body, the semitransparent body and the diffusion layer defining 
a planar light emitter. 

Claims 21 and 22 are allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art does not 
teach a transparent body having a transparent synthethic resin layer containing no light scattering 
material, a semitransparent body having a semitransparent synthetic resin layer containing a light 
scattering material, the transparent body and the semitransparent body joined to form a diffusion 
layer therebetween with the diffusion layer comprising a sea-island structure having a plurality of 
solid shapes including a plurality of irregular solid shapes, and the transparent body, the 
semitransparent body and the diffusion layer defining a planar light emitter. 

Claims 23 and 27 are allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art does not 
teach a transparent body having a transparent synthethic resin layer containing no light scattering 
material, a semitransparent body having a semitransparent synthetic resin layer containing a light 
scattering material, the transparent body and the semitransparent body joined to form a diffusion 
layer therebetween with the diffusion layer including a plurality of solid shapes uniformly 
arranged on the entire diffusion layer. 

Claims 25 and 26 are allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art does not 
teach a transparent body having a transparent synthethic resin layer containing no light scattering 
material, a semitransparent body having a semitransparent synthetic resin layer containing a light 
scattering material including a first synthetic resin having a first refractive index and a second 
synthetic resin having a second refractive index, the transparent body and the semitransparent 
body joined to form a diffusion layer therebetween, and the transparent body, the semitransparent 
body and the diffusion layer defining a planar light emitter. 

Claim 28 is allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art does not teach a 
transparent body having a transparent synthethic resin layer containing no light scattering 
material, a semitransparent body having a semitransparent synthetic resin layer containing a light 
scattering material, the transparent body and the semitransparent body thermally joined to form a 
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diffusion layer therebetween, and the transparent body, the semitransparent body and the 
diffusion layer defining a planar light emitter. 



Y. Q. 

March 19, 2002 



